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Why Realising the Ambition?



The significance of the design of the guidance

Every aspect of the design choices used have been carefully made to 

strengthen the key messages of the guidance.

For example, high quality provision consists of many different 

interconnected aspects.

The imagery of tartan has been used to remind us of the uniqueness of our 

Scottish context – with each section seen as a thread contributing to the 

whole piece.

The ‘golden thread of quality’ runs throughout the guidance.



Key Principles of Realising the Ambition

2. RtA makes links 

between practice, theory 

and policy. It empowers 

educators to feel confident 

about using the child as 

the starting point for the 

nature and design of the 

curriculum.

5. RtA provides clear 

messages on play and 

child-centred play 

pedagogy focusing on 

mind-minded, responsive 

approaches.

1. RtA embraces a holistic 

and child-centred 

approach in the early 

years (0-8).

3. RtA reinforces the 

critical role of educators 

and supports reflexive 

practice and continuous 

professional development. 

4. RtA supports 

improvement and quality 

by encouraging 

practitioners to look 

outwards to collaborate 

and learn from others.



• Background to the document

• Aims of the guidance

• Rationale to the refresh

• How to use the guidance 



The image of the 

developing child

Being me from my 

earliest days

What can we learn 

from practice and 

research?

Being a baby, a 

toddler, a young 

child
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The image of the developing child

The European Commission working group 

on Early Childhood Education and Care 

(ECEC) describes the image of each child 

as: 

a unique and a competent and active 

learner whose potential needs to be 

encouraged and supported. Each child is 

a curious, capable and intelligent 

individual. The child is a co-creator of 

knowledge who needs and wants 

interaction with other children and adults. 

(European Commission, 2014) 





What I need from the adults who look after me
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This section also explores:

• Attachment – establishing positive, loving, nurturing and understanding 

relationships

• The role of responsive routines,

• Schemas,

• Doing the right thing for me,

• Adversity and trauma,

• Additional support for learning,

• The impact of conscious and unconscious gender bias,

• What do we mean by equity, and,  

• An important note about being you.
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Play

Play can be and mean many different 

things to children and adults. We may 

describe activities we plan as ‘play’ 

whereas a child may not see these as 

play at all.  ‘Play’ is therefore both a 

tricky word and concept to describe.  It 

can be fun and joyful or difficult and 

complicated. 

Realising the Ambition (2020: p44)



What is the early 

childhood 

curriculum?

What do we mean 

by pedagogy and 

pedagogical 

leadership? 

Considering the 

learning 

environment 

Leading through 

learning together 

with families



Section 6 :  Putting pedagogy into practice   Section 6 :  Putting pedagogy into practice   

Responsive and 

intentional 

planning

Meaningful 

observations –

listening with your 

eyes and ears

Exploring 

documentation of 

learning

The interactions, 

experiences and 

spaces of learning 





Section 7 :  Ensuring quality through critically reflective practice Section 7 :  Ensuring quality through critically reflective practice 





Section 8 :  Transitions matter; to meSection 8 :  Transitions matter; to me







Te Whãriki

Reggio Emilia 

Froebel

Nature 

Kindergartens 
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Realising the 

Ambition; Being Me, 

aspires to support all 

working with and for 

the babies and young 

children of Scotland. 
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